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I call, but with a endl Voice we” 
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But if the gentle WAKEPIZLD! 8 soothing Praise 
Delight thee rather Be the Thing thou art 


— 
— 


BY THE AUTHOR Or 
Appeal to-the Nation on the Subject of Mr. 
ter to William Wilherforce, Esq. M. 


NOTTINGHAM; 

TED (ron THE AUTHOR) AND SOLD BY SAMUEL 
TUPMAN;. 801. 5 ALSO BY MESSRSe- CADELL AND 
DAVIES, STRAND, AN LONGMAN, PATER» 
KOSTER-ROW, LONDON 3 HANWELE. 
AND PARKER) 0xPoRD3 BROOKE, 
LINCOLN 3. MOZLEY), 
HAivonoaon on, 
PRICE 1 


> 


3 yy 5 N Yo 


F LETT ER, &. 


© 2 x 4 


o5 


| | Aurnoven I have not, and 
moſt probably never ſhall have, the Honour of 

\ being an Elector for the City of Weſtminſter, 
77 yet as one of the People to whoſe Majeſty you 
profeſs to pay an implicit. deference, or rather 

as one of the Public not inattentive to the public 
meaſures of public Men, I take the Liberty of 
offering to yourſelf and to that Public ſome few 

: _ Obſervations on the Speech delivered publicly 
by you on the Anniverſary: of your Election for 

©. Weſtminſter, and publicly printed in the Newl- 


: papers. 1 OE | 
After having toaſted the Health of the brave 

and gallant Admiral Nelſon and the Seamen 
under his command, after having extolled the 
BE, Victory obtained by them as the moſt ſignal, 
1 gallant, and glorious, ever recorded in the An- 
. nals of the World, after having expreſſed the 
1 noble pride and exultation of a Britiſh Heart 
2 on the ſuperiority of our naval Power and Glory, 
w ou notwithſtanding profeſs chat on a Review 
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of the Events of the laſt Year, the impreſſion on 
your mind is not favourable, and that, with all 
our naval Triumphs, our proſpect was never 
s more gloomy than at the preſent Hour.“ At 
F a time when the whole Nation united in one 
genera] tribute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to 
the Almighty Giver of all Victory, when the 
Song of Triumph re-echoed from Shore to 
Shore, when in addition to the illuſtrious names 
of Howe, of Jervis, and of Duncan, in the An- 
RS nals of Glory, the hand of Fame was inſcribin 
Gf the no leſs illuſtrious names of Nelſon ant 

| of Warren, that an Individual ſhould be found 


% Whole dawn was overcaſt, whoſe Morning lour'd, 
And heavily in Clouds brought on the Day,” 
OTE Appison's Cato, I. 1. 


whoſe Mind, darkened by internal Gloom, was 
inacceſſible to ſuch dazzling brightneſs, appeared, 
it muſt be confeſſed, ſomewhat ſtrange and un- 
accountable ; ſtill more ſurpriſing was it that 
you, Sir, ſhould be that Individual, and that 
you ſhould endeavour to cloud by your Ob- 
ſcurations the radiant Luſtre of England's Glory. 
But as you kindly condeſcend to ſtate the Cauſes 
of this unuſual, and otherwiſe unaccountable, 
Gloom, your fellow-countrymen may be per- 
mitted to examine the foundation, in order that 
they may act accordingly, may *© rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, or weep with him that 
weeps.“ . 


Theſe Cauſes you ſtate to be, 1. the other 
part of the condutt of the Executive . EY 
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of this Country, both at home and abroad. 2. 


our internal State. And g. what ought to 


concern us ſtill more, the State of the Conſti- 


tution.“ But as you ſimply ſtate them without 
deigning to produce any Proof that might enſure 


Conviction, I ſhall give them a very brief con- 


ſideration. 


Wich reſpect to the firſt of theſe Cauſes —If 


an almoſt univerſal approbation of the meaſures 
of Government, if as univerſal a ſpirited, patri- 
otic, and effective Support of that Government, 


if a voluntary Contribution hitherto unexampled 
In the Annals of this Country for the proſecution 
of a War forced upon us by French aggreſſion, if 
an honeſt Zeal, a noble Determination, in every. 
true Lover of his Country to reſiſt the Influx of 


French Principles, more dangerous, more dread- 
ful, than French Arms, if 


- 


Executive Aut 
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in the words of Portius, 


Tis not in Mortals to command Succeſs.” —CarTo, I. 2. 


But it is needleſs to enlarge at preſent on this 
head; it will be time enough to reply further 


when any ſpecific Charges are produced. 


A 2 "ud vo 


ſuch be admiſlible as 
- Proofs of the good and faithful Conduct of the 

| Sha of this Country, it will re- 
quire ſomething more than the common wit of 
man to diſcover how this can be a real cauſe for 
Deſpondency and Gloom. That ſince the com- 
mencement of the War ſome military expeditions 
have miſcarried, that ſome Councils have been 
fruſtrated, and ſome Plans have failed of ſucceſs, 
may be true; to ſuch arguments be it replied, 
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2. | Your ſecond Cauſe for Deſpondency is 


yourſelf entitled in having made that Diſcovery, 


Page of it from the earlieſt Era to the | preſent. 


of Britain beamed with more reſplendent Luſtre. 


have dared to erect their Creſts, and have ſtalked 


internal State by the voluntary Union of her 
true-born Sons, who have rallied round her 
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our internal State. This is indeed a wonderful 
Diſcovery; and I will not pretend to detract 
from the Share of Praiſe to which you may think 


and fo kindly communicated it to your Country- 

men; they will certainly appreciate the value of 

the communication. But, Sir, take down your 
iſtory of England, examme carefully every 


Hour, and produce if you can any. one Period 
in the Annals of our Country when the Genius 


than at the preſent moment, when this Countr7 
ever flouriſhed more in Arts and Science, in 
Arms, in Commerce, in Manufactures, in 
Learning, when her Reputation was ever higher 
for Honour, Juſtice, good Faith, Reſpectability 
of Character, F irmneſs, Energy, for every thing 
that is praiſe-worthy and of good report, for 
every thing that can give Dignity to national 
Character, or when ſhe was ever diſtinguiſhed by 
more ſignal Marks of Divine Favour. True in- 
deed it is, and the recollection is no leſs melan- 
choly than true, that Treaſon and Rebellion 


through the Land; but by the gracious In- 
terpoſition of Providence, Treaſon has been 
cruſhed, and Rebellion nearly ſuppreſſed; their 
efforts have recoiled upon their own Heads ta 
their deſtruction. And Britain, ſecure in her 


Conſtitution and ſtood forth with Promptneſs 
and Energy to defend what Experience has 
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taught them to be worth defending, may bid 


Defiance to the Malice and Menaces of her 


inſulung Foe, may hurl Confuſion on the Ag- 


greſſor, and convince the World that no Nation 


ſhall preſume to interfere in her internal Con- 


” 


cerns, or diftate to her, with Impunity. Britain, 
I repeat it with Confidence, ant 


”  _ Britain, ſecure in her internal State 
| » 544 * 1 ' 1 4 * , 1 ” | | ; 2 
ils conſident againſt the World in Arm.. 


But you, Sir, in the thick Darkneſs of your 
Gloom of Deſpondency, would willingly per- 


ſuade your fellow- countrymen that the glorious. 


Sun of Britain is haſtening to its decline, or that 
it is already ſet; confeſs rather, Sir, with me, 


that it is the Regent of Day, that it is now in its, 
Meridian Altitude; and unite with me in the 
prayer, Eſto perpetuus,” that it may never 


decline from that point, that this its Meridian 
Altitude may be likewiſe its Solſtice! But if 


ere ans in Gloom, in Darkneſs viſi- 


ble,” turn them, I beſeech you, for a moment 
towards Holland, Italy, and Switzerland, to- 


wards thoſe Countries where French Arms have 


carried the Bleſſings of French Liberty, that is, 
where French Tyranny and French Profligacy 
have enforced at the Point of the Bayonet the 
Introduction of French Principles; examine the 
internal State of each, and when you have made 
a compariſon of what you ſee there with what 
this Country preſents to your view, again come 


forward, and in mournful accent and with pi-. 


teous length of Face, aſſure your Countrymen 


tation, 


that they have little cauſe for Joy 
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tation, that they ſhould rather give way to 


— of Lamentation and Woe, of Deſpair 
and Deſpondency, for that their internal State 
is miſerable in the extreme. e 5 


| Hence with theſe gloomy Preſages of Woe, 
Prophet of III! 


That the evils of War are great, that they are 
felt in ſome meaſure internally as well as exter- 


nally, will not be denied; but it is owing to our 
Internal ſtate of Security that theſe Evils have 
not been brought nearer home to us, that they 
have been kept from our Shores. Thanks be 


to the Commanders of our wooden Walls !— - 


Thanks be to thoſe who have provided for the 


Security of our internal State! 


3. The laſt Cauſe for Deſpondency which 
you mention, and which ought in your opinion 
to concern us ſtill more, is the State of the 
Conſtitution. That the State of the Conſtitution, 
if it be really a Cauſe for Deſpondency, muſt be 


a matter of the higheſt concern to us, will not 
be denied; but 1 muſt beg leave to heſitate 


before I ſubſcribe to the opinion which re- 
preſents the ge State of our Conſtitution 
as affording that Cauſe for Deſpondency. I 
_ not to be converſant in the Statutes at 
arge, or in the Hiſtory of Acts of Parliament; 


but I may be permitted to aſk what Proofs are 


brought in Support of this Opinion? Has 


Magna Charta, that great Foundation of our 


Liberties, has the Habeas Corpus act, or the 


Bill of Rights, or the Act of Settlement, 2 
” „ 


1 


Teſt and Corporation acts, thoſe Bulwarks of 
our preſent ha ÞY Eſtabliſhment, been repealed? 
Have the feuda 
Court, the Star-chamber, the Diſpenſing Power, 


Tenures, the high Commiſſion 


the diſuſe of Parliaments, together with arbitrary 
Taxes, forced Loans and Levies, and arbitrary 
Impriſonments, been revived ?—No ſuch thing. 
But I ſhall be told perhaps that the Habeas Cor- 
pus act has been ſuſpended; true, it has; and 
this very circumſtance is with me a ſtrong 


argument in favour of the Excellence of the 
| Conſtitution, that notwithſtanding the great 


outcry raiſed againſt that ſuſpenſion, notwith- 
ſtanding the imminent danger to which we were 
told our Liberties would be expoſed thereby, 


we yet flouriſh great and free as before; I will. 
not heſitate to add that we have even ariſen 


eater, more free, and more independent. So 


evidently doth it appear that our glorious Con- 


ſtitution hath . Reſources and Remedies within 


itſelf, to which it may apply in times of Danger 
and in caſes of Neceſſity. Or perhaps it will be 
urged that the Alien Bill, the Treaſon and Se- 


dition, and the traitorous Correſpondence, Bills 
have made a Breach in the Conſtitution which 
will not eaſily be repaired.“ Puerile as ſuch 


oObjections are, and ably as they have been anſ- 


wered, I will yet make this one reply, I will 
rs. 1h . . ſtate 


* Few Bills perhaps ever produced ſo great an Outery or ſo 
much factious Clamour as the Septennial Bill, paſſed in the 


firſt year of King George I. And although it was undoubtedly 
a great ſtretch of authority in a Houſe of Commons choſen 


only for three years to enact its own continuance for ſeven, 
yet Experience has fully eſtabliſhed the Wiſdom of the meaſure 


and its beneficial Effects, whether conſidered with reſpect to the 


Legiſlature itſelf or the Intereſts of the Nation at large. 
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Rate it as a matter of fact, which I truſt will not 


be denied, that ſo far from impairing the Con- 
ſtitution, Experience has ſhewn that theſe very 
Acts have, under the Bleſſing of Providence, 
been the Means of preſerving it to us uninjured, 
that they have proved the Barriers which have 
ſtopped the Inundation of French Republicaniſm 


with which we were threatened. They are there- 


fore ſufficiently juſtifiable on the ground of Self- 
defence. Without them our Conſtitution might 
very probably have been overturned; by means of 
them it has certainly been preſerved. But 


| beſides thele wile and ſalutary Laws, the Wiſdom 


of our Legiſlature hath, at different periods ſince 
the commencement of the preſent Reign, enacted 


ſeveral Statutes, which have contributed to the 


improvement of our ſyſtem of Juriſprudence, 
and of the ſtate of our Conſtitution.—I will par- 
ticularize only a few. The Act paſſed in the 
firſt year of his preſent Majeſty, (1761) by 
which the Judges are continued in their offices, 
notwithſtanding the demiſe of the Crown, 


- 66 | wy ran ſe bene geſſerint, during their good 


behaviour, which is equivalent to a continuance 
for life, as the Parliament only can determine 
on that good behaviour; this truly excellent 


Law was enacted at the earneſt recommendation 
of the King himſelf from the Throne, who was 


pleaſed to declare that he looked upon the 
independence and uprightneſs of the Judges as 
eſſential to the impartial adminiſtration of Juſtice, 
as one of the beſt Securities of the Rights and 
Liberties of his Subjects, and as moſt conducive 


to the Honour of the Crown.“ Another Act 
Which followed not many years after, (1772 
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and which aboliſhed the“ Peine forte et dure,” 
the cruel Proceſs of Preſſing even to Death, in 
- Caſes of Felony where the accuſed Perſon refuſe 
to plead to the Indictment ;: and hkewiſe a third 
act, ſtill more recent, (1790) by which the horrible 
puniſhment of Burning alive, inflited on the 
Female Sex for certain crimes, is aboliſhed; 
theſe two latter Acts the Humanity of Engliſh- 
men will ever conſider as Improvements on our 
Code of Laws. To theſe may be added the Decla- 
ration of the Illegality of general Warrants, by 
the Houle of Commons, (1766) and of general 
Bonds of Reſignation, by the Houſe of Lords, 
(1783.)——And are theſe Facts to be done away 
by bare Aſſertion, by Aﬀertion unſupported by 
Proof? Or are theſe Ameliorations 60 our Con- 
ſtitution and our Laws to be conſidered as well- 
founded Cauſes for Deſpondency and Gloom, 
as infallible Signs of the deſperate State of the 


. 


Conſtitution ? + 


I have thus, Sir, ſtated your three Cauſes of 
Gloom, and endeavoured. briefly to obviate 
them. That my Arguments will produce Con- 
viction on your Mind I can by no means preſume 
to expect; but that they may have the effect of 
lightening the Burthen of Deſpondency which, 
you have attempted to impoſe upon your fellow- 
countrymen, is by no means a forlorn Hope. 
I have offered theſe Obſervations the rather. 
becauſe your Inſinuations appeared to demand 
ſome Animadverſion ; a conſiderable degree of 
Surprize they certainly have excited; lor your 
ſake, Sir, I {hall be fincerely happy if they 
encite no other len{ation., - pn tn 
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I now haſten to ſome other parts of your 
Addreſs. ou proceed.“ Indeed the State 
of Affairs all over the World appears to me very 

gloomy. It is a lamentable thing that the Cauſe 
of Liberty in every Part of the World is deſ- 
perate. Here, Sir, is another of your won- 
derful Diſcoveries. Were it however nothing 
more than a wonderful Diſcovery, it might have 
paſſed with but a flight Obſervation. Surely, 
Sir, a Senſe of Gratitude might have induced 
you to heſitate a moment before you involved 
in ſo general and indiſcriminate a reproach the 
Country which gave you Birth. Surely you 
forgot when you made ſuch an Aﬀertion, that 
if it paſſed unnoticed that very circumſtance 
would be a Proof againſt you that Liberty did 
exiſt ſomewhere, that it had a local Habitation 
as well as a Name.“ But though the Aſſertion 
has paſſed unnoticed by his Majeſty's Attorney 
General, believe me it will not ſo eaſily eſcape 
the Ordeal of public Opinion, and the Voice of 
your Country loudly calls upon you to anſwer 
; to the Charge of having given Publicity to an 
I . Aſſertion equally ungrateful and untrue, an Aſ- 
| ſertion, which, when applied to this Country, 
is (I declare it without heſitation, and in terms 
with which you are not wholly unacquainted) 
* Treaſon to the Conſtitution,” and a Slander. 
upon the Inhabitants, You are not aſhamed 
then, Sir, to aſk, © Where are we to look for 
Liberty?“ Give me leave to anſwer the quel- 
tion for you. Here is Liberty, real, ſubſtantial 
Liberty! Here Liberty has fixed her Throne, 
and a grateful People appreciate the Bleſſings 
of her Reign! But * to the jaundiced Eye all 
| on Things 


[ us 7 


Things f ſeem yellow.“ And I believe it is a 
circumſtance known to Anatomiſts that there 
are ſome Eyes of ſo peculiar a conſtruction, ſo 
extremely long-fighted, that they can ſee every 
object which is at a diſtance, whilſt ſuch as are 
immediately beneath them eſcape their obſer- 
vation.— But to proceed. The French (you 
ſay) held forth, in words at leaſt, a great At- 
tachment to Liberty; if we expect to find it 
—— by them, let us look at the ſtate of 
witzerland.” This is a fair and honeſt Con- 
feſſion, and if applied to the ſtate of France 
itſelf (io which it is equally or rather more 
ſtrongly applicable) will ſhew you, Sir, how 
very haſtily and inconſiderately you once de- 
clared the French Revolution to be the moſt 
8 Fabric of human Wiſdom.”. I am glad 
nd that time has at length, however 1 — 5 

ell ed your Conviction. T If we expect (you 
go on) to ſee Liberty cheriſhed under the care 
of Monarchs, look at the ſtate of Poland. Well, 
well. But we are neither expoſed to the popular 
Exceſſes of a Republic, nor to the Deſpotiſm of 
abſolute Monarchy, but are bleſſed with a happy 
mixe Government, which has none of the 


Evils of a Monarchy or Republic to complain | 


of.“ Yes, Sir, we are ſo bleſſed !| Triumphantly 
and gratefully be it proclaimed, w mg And 
may "theſe Bleſſings by the fa vout of Divine 
Providence be continued to, us and to our 
. e „ es, aan (according to your 
þ 8 inſinuation) 


+ The idea of comparing Engliſh and French Liberty cannot 


but remind us of the fine contraſt in Milton between the holy 


eſtate of Wedlock and ualawful Lem Milton's Para- 


210 conſpi 
behalf Wis 


Previous Meeting was held in order to confider 
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;nfinuation) the Fruits of all this i ſtate of 


things appear in the quiet, orderly, free ſtate 
of Ireland.” No, Sir ; the Rebellion in Ireland, 


and the ſcene of Horrours and Calamities which 
enſued, was not, as you would here infinuate, 


occaſioned by the cruel and oppreſſive meaſures 
of Government. Its Origin might with no great 


difficulty be traced to that deteſtable Spirit 


which the French Revolution has ſet in motion. 
And, ſhame to tell! that Country has expe- 
rienced amongſt her own degenerate Sons ſome 
of the fouleſt Abettors of Treaſon, Men who 
bluſhed not to hold a Correſpondence with her 
natural Enemies, and to endeavour by every 
method in their power to introduce a French 
Army into the heart of the kingdom. Amongſt 
theſe, two of high notoriety Mer of the number 
of your confidential Friends; one of them loſt 
his Life by refiſting the legally - authorized 
Officers of Juſtice, one of whom he e 
betraying by that “ refiſtance unto Blood“ 
Self-conviction of his Guilt ;' to his Manory, 
Sir, you ſcrupled not publicly to pronounce a 
high and eloquent Eulogy. The other V ſince 


his arraignment and acquittal at Maidſtone, 


(where yourſelf and others of his Friends made 
us and laudable an appearance in 
Character, for which purpole a 


what "Meaſures were proper to#be taken, and 
what kind of Evidence ſhould be ⁊iven in bis 
favour) the other has ſince confeſſed himſelf a 
complete Traitor, and has accepted from a 
lenient Government the merciful offer of per- 
petual Baniſhment in _— to fave his Eites.* 
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on the ſub; ect of that Evidence at Maiditone 
I cannot oY ſaying a few words, and I muſt 
couſider you as cited before the Tribunal of 
public Opinion to juſtify and to reconcile your 
conduct. You, and others of Mr. O'Connor's 


friends, declared upon oath, that his Principles 
were the-Principles of the. Conſtitution, that 
they perfectly coincided with your own, and that 
he was utterly averſe to the introduction of 
French Principles or French Arms; you added, 


that he was a man, of ſo peculiarly open and 
communicative a diſpoſition; that he could not 


poſſibly conceal his ſentiments from his confi- 
dential friends. Now, Sir, from Mr. O'Con- 


nor's ſubſequent confeſſion it appears, that, for 
the greater part of the time during which be 
had the honour ;of your acquaintance aud 
friendſhip, he was holding a Correſpondence 
with the Enemy, laying a plan for a Revolution 
in Ireland on French Principles, and plotting 
the means of introducing a French Army inta 
that kingdom. From a compariſon therefore 
between your Character of him and his own 
Confeſſion it moſt evidently and undeniably 
follows, either that Mr. O'Connor was the moſt 
artful of Hypocrites, and conſequently you and 


his other friends the moſt egregious of Dupes, 


or that you and thoſe friends but I ſpare 


you . the recital of the Alternative. It was 


moreover ſtated by one of the witneſſes, your 


Law-Oracle and Friend , (whoſe profeſſional 


abilities are unqueſtionably of the firſt rate) 
that he advized Mr. O'Connor by all means to 
get out of the kingdom as faſt as poſſible; and 
it appears that Mr, O'Connor (whether f in con- 


LACY A IRE Ein ſequence. 


— , - NY nn. . . Ee 1 
% * 2 


*: Ms ps W Orgy” * _ 
8 D eee — — q 2”h＋’l„ AY ORG 

e A N 9 * 
Wor > 320-70. Der * 
8 2 — . 7 

r 
* 2 0 < 7 * 7 8 . G 

8 3 "ER 2 y 
a . 2 — St 8 < N 2 2 52 1 = >%% % 


n 
. 

* —— — 

„ . 98 


FFP 


3 *** 
46 * 


98 9 33 
. 
« 


Ve were combating as infinitely more deſtructive 
than their Arms, was alone a ſufficient Proof 


Tequence of that advice or not, I preſume not to 


determine) at the time of his apprehenſion was 
endeavouring to make his eſcape to France, 
Upon what Principle then, Sir, was it that 
Mr. Erſkine gave Mr. O'Connor that advice ? 
Of two ſuch dear and loving Friends, who a 


peared to be ſo delighted with each other's 
, 


of Sentiment, why ſhould the one recommen 


and the other meditate, a voluntary Baniſh- 


ment, which would probably ſeparate them for 


ever P. To you, Sir, and your Law- friend, I 
leave it to anſwer theſe queſtions at the Bar of 
Public Opinion. . 7 # [4.3 ns 


Baut to return. I ſhall be told perhaps that 


the People of Ireland were only attempting to 


eſtabliſh their Liberties, that they were con- 


tending for Emancipation and Independence. 
And for this purpoſe I ſuppole it was that they 
thought it perfectly right and conſtitutional to 


call in a French Army to their aſſiſtance. With- 
out ſtopping to enquire whether a comparatively 
mall number of Rebels and Traitors had any 


right to aſſume the denomination of the People 
of Ireland, I ſhall only ſay, Truly this was a 


moſt excellent Iriſh method of petitioning for 
the Favours of Government, and endeavouring 

to obtain Emancipation and Independence. Par- 
don me, Sir, for being jocular, but ſo puerile 


LY 


an Argument is ſcarcely deſerving 'of a ſerious 


Reply. Indeed the very circumſtance of ap- 


plying for Aid to an Enemy, whoſe Saves roy 
Ive 
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that the Perſons who made the application were 
aiming at ſomething more than Emancipation 
and Independence, that they wiſhed for a Re- 
volution at home on ſimilar Principles. But it 
is needleſs to waſte further arguments; if any 
Doubts remain on the ſubje&, they may be very 
uickly and ſatisfactorily cleared up by the 
* of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland which 
has been publiſhed; to you, Sir, and to every 
man in the kingdom, I would recommend a ſe- 
rious and attentive peruſal of that maſterly and 
convincing performance. e 


But you obſerve, © If theſe proceedings of 
Government in Ireland, to which I have only 
alluded, are to be ſupported by the People of 
England, if they like to live under Cruelty, 
Fraud, Injuſtice, and Oppreſſion, let the People 
of England be anſwerable for it.“ More Slan- 
ders upon the good People of England! Do 
you think, Sir, that the People of England are 
ſo ſenſeleſs as to believe you; when you tell them 
that they are voluntary and paſſive Slaves? 
Jo ſuch a People (you ſay) I can give no = 
Advice.” Truly, Sir, you might have ſpared 
the Obſervation. Have the People of England 
requeſted your Advice? Why then ſhould you 
ſhew ſuch a Readineſs to decline what never has 
been, and never may be, deſired of you? © To 
the Law (you proceed) I will pay Obedience; 
I will recommend it to all Men to pay Obe- 
dience. —Aſſuredly, Sir, the Law is very much 
obliged to you. And you really will pay that 
Obedience which the Law requires of you; you 
will actually do that which it is your Duty to do; 


Fa. A. fc, La N 
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Cu 
Fou pokavely wil do that, the ag wag of 


which would ſubject you to certain Pains and 
Penalties; conſequently fo far from raifing a 
Rebellion in this Country, or abetting one if 
Taiſed, you would be the firſt to endeavour to 


put a Stop to it, and lend your beſt Aſſiſtance 


to enſure the public Safety.—Amazing Spirit of 

an Engliſhman!!! In the Name of that Coun- 
try, and on the Part of that Law and that public 
Safety, moſt ſolemnly, Sir, do I return you my 


heartieſt Thanks. 


4 


But (you go on) in no way will I parti- 


cipate in ſuch a Syſtem, for I abhor Cruelty, 


I deteſt Fraud, I ſhudder at Injuſtice, and I 
abominate Oppreſſion. And pray what is there 
in all this ſo uncommon, that it muſt be uſhered 


in with ſuch Parade? Does not every honeſt 


man abhor Cruelty, deteſt Fraud, ſhudder at 
Injuſtice, and abominate Oppreſſion? To what 


| purpoſe then is this waſte of words? What 


occaſion for reſorting to the School of your 
great Law-Oracle for ſuch a Vanity of Egotiſm ? 
* We were told indeed (you add) that a new 


Syſtem of Policy was to be adopted; I am ready . 


to pay a Tribute to the Virtue of the noble 
Marquis who preſides there; but though there 
may, of late, have been ſome remittance of . 


Cruelty and Injuſtice, ſtill the Spirit of Perſe- 


cution remains.” Indeed, Sir, I muſt fay I think 
this an exaggerated ſtatement. Believe me I am - 
not, nor ever will be, an Advocate for Perſe- 
cution ; I would not compel men to be loyal 
and honeſt againſt their inclinations, but if 1 


know by Experience that they have been diſ- 


loyal 
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loyal and diſhoneſt, or if I have Reaſon to fear 
that they will be ſo, Lmuſt take every Precaution 


in my Power to prevent the Effects of that Dil- 
loyalty and that Diſhoneſty. 4 


Vou conclude this part of your Addreſs thus, 
« vill not deſcend to particular objects, but I 


will ſay, if you look at the Acts that have paſled 


there on the ſubject of Attainder, you vill | ſee 


what monſtrous Injuſtice attends them; this is 
a ſpecies of Robbery, which, though not ſo 
horrid as Murder, is little leſs deteſtable for its 
Injuſtice.” To this Charge I will only ſay, that, 


if it be well-founded, I cannot reply to it; if 
otherwiſe, I need not. Let any man who wiſhes 
to inquire into the Truth or Falſehood of it, and 


to know upon what Grounds. thoſe Acts pro- 


ceeded, conſult the Preamble to them, together 
with the Reports of the Committees in the 


Houſes of Lords and Commons; and then let 


him form his own opinion. 


The remainder of your addreſs, Sir, conſiſts of 
aukward Attempts at an Apology to your Conſti- 


tuents for your non-attendance in Parliament. 
Theſe Attempts ſhew clearly your own Conſciouſ- 


_ neſs of the Neceſſity for ſome Apology.—I per- 
fectly agree with you in thinking that it is a Dere- 
liction of your Duty which requires a ſubſtantial 
. Apology. But why make that Apology to your 
_ Conſtituents alone? It is true you hold your 
diſtinguiſhed ſituation in the Houſe of Commons 


as Member for the city of Weſtminſter; but, 
Sir, do you look upon yourſelf in no higher a 
light than as the Member for one particular City, 
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or as the Repreſentative of a certain number of 


Houſeholders? If that be your opinion, you 
muft pardon me for telling you that I think you 


have formed very imperfect ideas of the Genius 


of our. Conſtitution, and the Character of our 
Repreſentation. I conſider a Member of the 


Houſe of Commons not merely as the Repre- 
ſentative of one particular Place or Diſtrict, and 
nothing more, but as art eſſential Part of that 


Body which repreſents the N ation at large, as a 
conſtituent Member of an auguſt Aſſembly which 


forms a Part of the ſupreme Legiſlative Autho- 


rity in this Country. As ſuch he has ſeparate 
and independent Duties, paramount to thoſe 
which he owes to his particular Conſtituents, — 


Duties, I mean, to his Country. And ſhould. 


it ever happen that theſe Duties interfered with 
each other, he is bound to comply with the 
higher obligation in preference to the ſubordinate 
one, and to act according to his own Senſe of 


Duty and Equity, however contrary to the wiſhes 


or even commands of his Conſtituents; his being 
Member for this or that particular Place 1s not 
to controul his Free- agency, or incapacitate him 
for the exerciſe of 


ö 


ä But let us ſtate a caſe by way of Exempli- 


fication. Suppoſe the Inhabitants of Weſtmin- 
ſter were deſirous of petitioning the Houſe of 


Commons for a Repeal of the Septennial Bill, 


and for the Eſtabliſnment of annual Parliaments 
and univerſal Suffrage. With reſpect to theſe 
latter, you, Sir, at no very diſtant period de- 


the right of private Judgment. 


— 


livered in the Houſe of Commons your honeſt, 


decided, and unequivocal opinion, you ſtated 


them 


; : 
* " ” 
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them as completely ſubverſive of the Conſtitu- 
tion, and contrary to the ſpirit of Repreſentation, 
which ever was, and ever muſt be, a Repreſen- 


tation of Property and not of Perſons. Now, 


Sir, I will not ſubmit to you the queſtion 
whether you would refuſe compliance with the 


requeſt of your Conſtituents to preſent ſuch Pe- 


tition, on the ground of its being contrary to 


your Sentiments as a Legiſlator, contrary to 
your ſenſe of Duty to your Country at large; 


and though I think you would clearly be at 
Liberty, would have an undoubted Right, to 
refuſe ſuch compliance, yet I will ſuppole for a 


moment that you waved your Right and pre- 
ſented: the Petition, in order that the matter 


might be fairly and fully canvaſſed; and I will 


then put the queſtion to you, would you upon 
a2 Diviſion of the Houle give your Vote according 
to the Petition and Inſtruction of your Conſti- 


tuents? If you did fo, might not your fellow- 
en juſtly charge you with © Treaſon to 


countryn 
your. former Sentiments? * 


* 


And now, Sir, to recur to my former queſtion, 


why confine your Apology to your Conſtituents ? 
Should it not rather be extended to your Country- 


men at large? Your Conſtituents, it is true, have a 


Claim upon your beſt Services; your Country has 


a paramount Right to them. And if you think 
your Conduct ſtands in need of ſome Apology 


to the former, how much more neceſſary muſt 


it appear when the Voice of the latter calls upon 
you for ſuch Apology at the Tribunal of public 


Opinion. You deſert your Duty in Parliament; 


you will not attend, and yet you continue to 
i 1 6 (0 IG po Teta 
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retain your Seat in that Aſſembly. Your prin- 

cipal Reaſon for ſo doing you ſhall ſtate for 
yourſelf; becauſe (you ſay) I am convinced that 

no Repreſentative, be he who he may, can, in 
any conſiderable Degree, be of Service to you 
in Parliament, conſtituted as things are at pre- 
ſent.” This, Sir, is a poſition, which, however 


modeſtly aſſumed, you have no right to take for 


granted; it is merely your own individual Opt- 
nion. What would you ſay, Sir, to aClergyman 
who ſtill retained poſſeſſion of his ſituation after 
having declined giving any further Inſtruction 
to his Flock, alledging, that though he had long 
taught and enforced the Duties enjoined in the 
ten Commandments, he could effect no Im- 
rovement in his Congregation, they ſtill per- 
fiſted in the practice of Adultery, Fornication, 
Thieving, Gaming, Drunkenneſs, Covetouſneſs, 
and the like; and that no Clergyman could 
work any Reformation in them ?—]I leave the 
queſtion to your conſideration — © * 
But, Sir, this is not only an Aſſumption which 
you have no right to wi for granted; it is 
moreover a groſs Inſult and Reflection on the 
Majority of the Members of that honourable 
Houfe to which you belong, inaſmuch as it 


repreſents them by implication as venal Slaves 


and Hirelings, the pliant Tools of an overbearing 


Miniſter, the obſequious Regiſters of his Edicts, 
Perſons unworthy that an honeſt Man ſhould fit 
amongſt them. If that were really the - caſe, 
perhaps the Thunder of- your Eloquence might 
8 appal and recall them to their Duty; per- 
aps you might be able to ſeize ſome happy 
e „ „ miöent 


moment to ſtem the Torrent of overpowering; 


Influence, from which at preſent you profeſs to 
ſhrink. Place it however in whatever point of 


view you pleaſe, the Plea which you alledge, of 


being unable under the prefent Conſtitution of 


things, to be of Service to your Conſtituents, is 
certainly no real Cauſe for your Seceſſion from 
Parliament: it is a mere Evaſion unworthy of 
you, a paltry Excuſe for deſerting your Poſt 
and relinquiſhing your Duty, an Apology ſtill 
worſe than the Offence. If you really believed 
yourſelf unable to render any. Service in Par- 


liament, you might at leaſt, by reſigning your 


Truſt into the Hands of thoſe who gave it, 


afford your Conſtituents an opportunity of 


endeavouring to find out ſome other Perſon, 
who would not deſpair of rendering them the 
Service which you decline. By attending 
Parliament, you think (an individual. Opinion 


merely) you can render no Service; by not 


attending, you certainly can render none. The 
one is a poſſible Caſe, the other a Certainty. 
On which of theſe would a wiſe man, or one 


who wiſhed to diſcharge his Duty, fix his Choice? 


———-Your other Reaſon for retaining your Seat 
in Parliament 1s, © becauſe it would be a Morti- 
fication to you to put an end to a Connection 
with a People who have ſhewn ſuch a Partiality 
to you, and, what is more important, have diſ- 
plaved a Spirit, which, if properly followed by 


the reſt of the People of this: Country, would 


have reſcued it from the Calamities which it is 


now feeling.“ As you have not condeſcended 
to explain what you preciſely mean by this. 


Spirit, and in what Inſtances it has been more 
e cv 
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| particularly diſplayed by the good People of. 
Weſtminſter, it is impoſſible for me to reply to 
ſuch a Rhapſody. „ tt dr of 


I have thus endeavoured, Sir, to relieve your 
mind from that Weight of Gloom which preſſed 
upon it, by ſhewing that the Cauſes for Deſpon- 

dency which you were pleaſed to ſtate, have no 
real or folid foundation. If however your mind 
{till labours with the Impreſſion of Gloom, I 
muſt conclude it ariſes from ſome other cauſe; 
and that the review of your paſt conduct in your 
ſeceſſion from Parliament, and the aukward 
comment which Mr. O'Connor's confeſſion made 

upon your Teſtimony to his Character, may not 


ſit quite fo eaſy as you could wiſh. 


After the delivery of your Speech, you gave 
as a toaſt, © the Majeſty of the People.” This, 
Sir, either means ſomething, or nothing; if 

ſomething, that fomething cannot tend to 
good; if nothing, why then perſiſt in giving 
an unmeaning Sentiment? The Majeſty of the 
Roman People (from whence I preſume this 
Sentiment is derived) was never heard of under 
their Kings and Emperors; it was only in the 
time of the proud Republic that it ſwelled into 
ſuch Rhapſody and Bombaſt. And I ſhrewdly 
ſuſpect it was ſo much infiſted on in order to 
diſplay their Power abroad, and ſtrike a Terrour 
into their Enemies, rather than to ſhew any in- 
ternal Power or Influence of the People over the 
Affairs of Government; for it is obſervable, that 
in times of danger and in caſes of neceſſity they 
had always recourſe to the expedient of a Dic- 
N 8 | tator, 


tator, a paramount Power which completely 
overturned, and annihilated at once, the ſup- 
| Poſed Majeſty of the People. But I have given 
my Sentiments on this Subject in a former Pub- 
lication,“ to which I ſhall at preſent make no 


further Addition. 


1 


And now, Sir, to bring this Letter to a 
concluſion. I ſhall not attempt to entice your 
Attention, or that of the Public, by an affectation 
of Neutrality, by a common: place declamation 
declaring that I am of no Party: no, Sir; I am, 
I contels it, a downright, thorough-paced Party- 
man, and, what is more, I glory in being ſo.— 
That Party, Sir, is my Country. © 


« And if it be a Crime to ſide with her, 
Il am the moſt offending Soul alive.“ 


In the name of that Country I now addreſs _ 
you, and in the words of a late elegant Pub- 


lication, 


ur Country is our Parent; tis ta her 
Our Love, our Duty, all our Faculties, 
Our Wealth, our Pow'r, our very Lives, are due. 
She is the common Mother of us all. Wy : 28 
Jo you ſhe calls; to you ſhe lifts her Hands ; 
She tears her Hair; implores you not to plunge 
| A GaLLic Javelin in her matron Breaſt.” | p-. 19 


em 


See Appeal to the Nation on the Subject of Mr. Wake- * 
field's Letter to W. Wilbertorce, Eſq. M. P. pa ge 78, 79. 


tranſlator of Tacitus. | 


| + See Arminjus, a tragedy, by Arthur Murphy, Efq.. the 


T 


From the ſame work I will preſent you with 


a Deſcription of our Country ; 'Y, 


Here h fg. 
A form of Government, a plan of 3 
To guard the gen'ral Weal, and on the baſe 
Ot public Liberty, of ſocial Order, 
And equal Juſtice, raiſe the nobleſt Fabric 
Of civil Union; like their own proud Cliffs 
Midſt wild Commotions ſtill to ſtand unſhaken, 3 
And be the _—_ of the World.” , pi. 83 
| + Here 0 Sf 
SO, - Monarch, ind from an illuſtrious Line, 
Guides the free State, gives energy to Laws, 972 
And guards the Rights of Man: his Throne encircled. 
Adorn'd, illumin'd, by a Train of Virtues, 5 | 
That win all Hearts, and arm each honeſt Hand 
In the great cauſe of Freedom and the Laws, 
For which theif Anceſtors in ev'ry age 
Ioil'd, fought, and bravely conquer'd; then bequeath'd, 
Seal'd with their Blood, a glorious 3 5 
A SACRED TRUST to all ſucceeding Times.” p. 88 


Butt i is the 838 Sir, cue calls upon you, 


and demands your Services. You well know 


the general ſenſe of your Country on the fubje& 


of French Principles, You well know the og 


ful Effect of thoſe Principles, wherever they have 
been propagated. You have ſeen the Horrours 
reſulting from them in Switzerland and in 
Suabia. You have ſeen that theſe Principles 
have rendered the unhappy Country, which 
gave them birth, one vaſt Theatre of Crime, one 

great Emporium of Profligacy. Surely then, 


dir, it is high time for werk Individual in the 


kin ates 


I 


t „ 


dons: to come 1 i Prompineſy * 
Energy, to unite Heart and Hand, for wie 

Overthrow and Piſcomſture of ſuch: Principles, 
defended and maintained as Sans aro PURE | 
Arms of France. 8 Fd 
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551 av ever been. Ne TAS to | Tok up-1 to 
you, Sir, as a high political Character, as one 
ofleſſed of abihues, Whether natural or ac- 
| Quired, | above the common portion of man; 
1 bur Country likewiſe has never been backward | 

n 180 0 the tribute of Admiration to the 
powers your Mind and che brilliancy ), +8 | 
TE EJoquence. Your Countrymen. yet feel 6 
an intereſt in you from their long experience of | 
the greatneſs of your abilities; let it not be ſaid, 
that, now“ after the long vernal Day of Life, | E 
Jou have diſappointed their hopes. Veur- co. 2 
duct, in the two inſtances on Which I have an: 
madverted, has been the occaſion of much ſurprize 
10 your Countrymen; ſome of them regard you 
as an Object of Pity, and lament that you-ſhould 
be contented to excite Compaſſion when'Fou 
might become the higheſt Object of Admiration, 
the nobleſt Example "of Emulation; others con- 
ſign you to a ſtate of Lethargy and Inſenfibility, 
utterly unworthy the paſt experience ef your 
abilities; Tome imagine that you have been the 
Dupe of artful and deſigning Men; whilſt others 
do not ſcruple to aſcribe your conduct to verv 
unworthy motives. Oh! Sir, put an end, 1 
"conjure you, to lach 19jurious ſuggeſtions; be 
alive to your true Character; conſult yuur beit 
Interelts; and convince the W orld - of the 


: Fp * 
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would be.“ 
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Slander and Calumny of all ſuch Infinuations, 
Continue, if you pleaſe, your Oppoſition to the 


Miniſter, in thoſe caſes where your ſenſe of what 
is right tells you he may be wrong; forbear, if 


ou think fit, any attempt at a Coalition ; 
"ig do not ſuffer the Energy of your Mind 


to be enfeebled or miſdirecte by the baſe and 
groveling Spirit of Party-difference, nor by any 


perverſe aud ill aimed Oppoſition throw an 
Obſtacle in the way of thoſe meaſures which are 


for the welfare and ſecurity of the State. Or ra- 


ther, Sir, obey your Country's call, come torth in 


her Defence, and with all your native brilliancy of 


Genius, with all your wonted fire of Eloquence, 
ſupport her Cauſe, a Cauſe which ſhould animate 
the Heart of every true-born Briton; diſpel the 
Darkneſs, and break forth from the gloomy cloud 
of Deſpondency which lours around you. Thus, 


Sir, inſtead of being compared to tne Summer 
Meteor which glitters for a moment and then 


vaniſhes away leaving no trace behind, or to the 


Comet which blazes for a time only to leave us 


in more impenetrable Gloom, you will reſemble 
rather thoſe mild and benignant Planets which 
conduct us in ſafety by their brilliant and 

cheering Light to the Haven where we 


3 


For myſelf, Sir, I muſt expect of courſe to 
experience, for this free and undiſguiſed Repre- 
henſion of you, every kind of abuſe which the 
Underſtrappers of a Party are ſo ready to beſtow 
on thoſe who preſume to give Advice to their 


Leader. Well, be it ſo; I am prepared for it. 


That 
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That I have ufed the language of ſtrong and 
ſevere Reprehenſion, I pretend not to deny. 
But deep Wounds require deep Probes; and it 
is not the part of a Friend to ſuffer them to feſter 
and gangrene for want of being ſearched to the 
bottom. Believe me, Sir, I am more deſirous 
of being your Friend than your Enemy; were 
I your Enemy, I ſhould have ſpared theſe 
Reproofs and Animadverſions, I ſhould have 
adopted, with Mr. Wakefield, the language of 
Adulation, and extolled you to the ſkies as the 
only fit Man to conduct the Affairs of this great 
Nation,“ I ſhould have ſuffered you to go on in 
your preſent Career, and to © be the Thing you 
are.” e das | 1 8 4 | TS 5 | 
Think me thy Friend then, I am truly ſo; 
Though not a Flatt'rer, yet am I no Foe. - - 
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In 0 0008 ³˙¹—i! bis blows, .. 
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1 Suffer me then, Sir, in concluſion, to exhort 
1 pou to lay aſide all Party diſtinctions, and to 
Contribute your beſt Exertions to avert from | 
this yet happy Land the Abomination of | 
French Principles, and the Deſolation of f 
French Arms. NV | 


Whilſt blood-ſtain'd GALL A'S Slaves infuriate roar, 
And with fierce menace to thy native ſhore 7 
Hurl bold Defiance, and with ruffian hoſt, 
More num'rous far than Perſia's king could boaſt, 
Threaten impending Ruin; whilſt © around 
The dreadful notes of Preparation ſound,” | 
Fore-runners of Invaſion, with the chain ö 
Of fearful Ills attendant in its train: 3 | 4 95 1 
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See the concluſion of Mr. Gilbert Wakefield's * Reply to 
| the Biſhop of Landaff's Addreſs to the People of Great-Britain,” 
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: 3 Limits of the PEOPLE'S Rights to draw; 3 
Maintain the KI N G's Prerogative, to ſhow | 

Britannia $ Weal to guard, Protett the Throne, 

Make pure Religion” 80 ſacred cauſe thine own, 5 
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| Secure our Liberties, é "en nforce the Laws, © 
{| Ard be a Hero in wy CoUxtRy! o Caaſe. COLE 
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. remain, Sir, 
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3 Whüilft, with her Enſigns waving through the Land, F 
Britannia's patriot Sons, a faithful Band, 1 
60 forth to burl Deſtruttion on the Foe, 0 | 
| And drown in Vict'i ry's Shouts the. Shrieks of Woe,- Ga 
Be thou the guardian Senator ; by Law 1 © alfa aaa 
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